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led by a homogeneous cabinet of an entirely different
party.

An English premier placed in the position of Bour-
geois, the head of the new ministry, would
have insisted on a dissolution, and refused to
accept office on any other terms; but the
condition of the French Chamber is so fluid, and the
subdivision into groups gives such an opportunity for
political combinations, that he was able to accept office
with the existing Parliament. Out of the unpropitious
elements of the Chamber he contrived by dexterity and
determination to manufacture for himself a tolerably
efficient majority. The use of patronage doubtless pro-
cured some adherents, while a vigorous pursuit of the
charges of corruption brought over to his side a certain
number of men who were afraid of the suspicion of
trying to smother investigation. After consolidating
his followers, he brought forward, to the delight of
the Kadicals, a proposal for a progressive income tax.
It is probable that far more than half of the deputies
disliked the measure, and the committee on the budget
was decidedly hostile to it; but the influence of the
cabinet had become so great that, on March 26,1896,
the Chamber adopted an order of the day approving
the general principle involved. The order, it is true,
was only carried by sixteen votes, and left undecided
some of the most important points in dispute, but the
fact that Bourgeois was able to maintain himself at all,
and to wring a sanction of a Kadical policy from a
Chamber composed chiefly of men elected as Conserva-
tives, shows how little the French groups furnish a basis
for a true party life*